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DECLARATION 
BY THE 
Kings Majelty, 
To His SubjeRs of the Kingdoms of ScotlanZ, 
England, and Ireland. Printed at Edinburgh, 1650. 


Is Majeſtytaking in conficeration , that mercifal Diſpenſari- 
on of Divine Providence, by which he hath been recovered 
"out of the inare of Evil Countel, and having attained fo full 
- perſivahon and confidence of the Loyalty of his People in 
S$cot/and , with whom he hath too long ftood at a diſtance ; andof the Righ- 
reouſnels of their Czule, as to,joyn in one Covenant with them, and to calt 
himſelf and his Intereſts wholly upon God; and in all matters Civil, to fol- 
low the Advice of his Parſtamenr, and ſuch as ſhall bz intruſted by them ; 
andin all matters Ecclefialtick, the Advice of the General Aſſembly and 
their Commiſſiotiers ; and being ſenſible of his duty co God , and defirous to 
approve himſelf ro the conſciences of all his good SubjzRs, and to op the 
mouths.ot his and'their Enemies and Traducers, doth in refe:enc2 to his for- 
mer D=portments, and as to his Reſfoluriens for the furure , Declare as 
follows. Ser 
S:#. IT. Though His Majeſty as a dutiful Son be obliged to honour the 
memory. of His Royal Father , and have in eſtimation the perſon of His Moy 
cher yetdotrh He defite robe deeply humbled and affli&ed in Spirir betore 
God, becauſe 2. His Farhets hearkniug to, andfollowing evil Countls, an 
- His oppoſition to the Work of TR , and to ths Solemn' PE al 
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Covenant, bywhich ſo much of the blood of the Lords People hath been 
. ſhedin theſe Kingdoms ; and for the Idolatry of His Mother , the To'eration 
whereof-in the Kings Houſe , as it was marter of great f\umbling to all the 
P;oteſtant Churches, ſo could ir not but be an bigh provocation againſt him 
whois a-jealons God , viſiting the fins of the Fathers upon the Children: Ard 
albeit, His Majeſty might extenuate His former Carriages and AQtions, in 
fcllowing of theadvice, and walking in the way of thoſe who are oppoſite to 
the,Covenant and tothe work of God , and might excuſe Hts delaying to 
give ſarisfaRionto the juſt and neceſſary Defites of the Kirk and Kingdom :of 
Scotland , frem his education, ard aze, and evi! Countel, and Company, 
and from the irange and inſol:nt proceedipgs of SeRaries agatuit His Roy31 
Father, and in reference to Religion” and the ancient Go-ernment of the 
Kingdom of England, to which He hath the undoubred Right of Succeſſion ; 
yet knowing that He hath ro do with God,' He doth ingen ouſly acknoywledsce 
all His own-ins, and all the fins of His Fathers Houſe , cravinz pardon, and 
hoping for mercy and reconciliation through the blood of Jeſus Chiilt, Ang 
as He doth value the conſtant Acdre ſſ:s that were made by His people to the 
Thtone of race on His bzhalf, when He foodin oppefition to the \Work of 
God, as 2fincular Teſtimony of Long-ſufferirg , patience and mercy upon 
the Lordspart, and loyalty upon theirs; ſodoth He hope, and ſhall take ir 
as one of the greateſt tokens cf their love and afte&ionto Him and to His Go- 
ernment , That they will contirue in Prayer ard Supplication to Cod for 
Him , That the Lord, who ſpared and preſerved Him to this day , notwith- 
 Randingof all His Own Luiitineſs, maybe ar peace with Him, andgive Him 
ro fear the Lord His God, and to ſerve him with a perfeR heart and with a wil- 
ling minde all the dayes of His Life. 

S:#. 3. And Bis Majeſty baving, upon full perſwaſion of the Juſtice and 
Equity of a!l the Heads and Articles thereof , now Sworn and Subſcribed rhe 
National-Covenant of the Kingdom of. Sco:/and, and the Solemn League and 
Covenant of the three Kinzdoms of Scorland, Erglaxd, and Ircland, Doth 
Declare, That He hath not Sworn and Subſcribed theſe Covenants,and entred 
into the Oath of God with his People , vpon any ſiniftzr Intention and croo- 
ked Defign, for attaining His Ogyn-Ends 3 but, ſofar.as Humane Weakneſs 
will pzrmit , tathe cruth and ſincerity of His heart: And that He 1s firmly. 
Reſolved, inthe Lords firenzth, ro adhere thereto, and to proſecute to the 
utmoſt of. His power , all thz Ends thereof, in his Scation and Calling, real- 
iy, cooftnly and fincerely all the dayes of His fifke, Ta orderto which, He 
goth in the firſt place Pcofeſs and Declare, Thar He will, have no Enemies, bur 
the Enenites of the Covenant ; and that He will have no Friends, but the 
Frnends of the Covenant - Ang therefore, as He doth now deteſt and abhorre 
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all Poper erfticion and Idolatry, _aggeber wich Prelacy, andall Errors 
| Hrefrs, AB xg aaFraceer' ,.and lolves not to ary.) » muck jeſs 
| allow any of. theſe in any part of Has Majefties Dominians , bur ro oppoſe 
Himſelf rhereto,, and to endeavour the Externation thereof to rhe utmoſt of- 
His power ; ſodoth Hz as.a. Chriſtian Exhort , ard as a King Require, Thar 
all ſuch of His Subjs&s, whohave ood in. Oppoſition to: the Solemn League. 
and Covenant, and W 2rk of Reformation , upon a pretence of Kingly Inte- 
reſt, or any other: pretext whatſoever , to lay down their Enmity-againſt the 
Cauſe and Pzople of God , and to ceaſe to preferre the Inrerſt of Marr to the 
Lutereſt of God ; , which hath been one of thoſe things which hath occafioned 
many Troubles anJ- Calamirizs in theſe Kingdoms , and being infiſted into , 
will be fo farce from, Efabliſhing of the Kings Throne , that ic will prove an 
Idol of Jealouſie, ro provoke unto wrath him who is Kinz of kings, and 
Lord of lords, The King, (hall alvayzs eſteem them beſt Servants, and moſt 
Loyal SuhjeRs, who ſerve Him, and ſeek His Greatneſs in a right lin of ſub- 
ordination unto God ; G:pirg wato God the thinss that are Gods, ond unto 
. Caſar thethings tha: are Ce[..rs: And Reſolveth, not to. love or counte- 
nance any who haveſo lictle Corſcizence andP ety, asto fotlow his Intereſts - 
with a prejudice to the Goſpel and the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, which He 
locks nor upon as a Cuty , but as flattery, and driving of Self- Dzfignes,under 
a pretence of maintaining Royal Authorxy and Greatneſs, Szcondly , His 
Majelty being convinc2d m Conſcience of the exceeding greac Sinfulneſs and 
Unlawtulneſs of that Treaty and Peace made. with ,the Bloody 1r:iſþ Rebels, 
who treacherouſly ſhed the Blood of fo many of His Faithful and Loyal Sub- 
j2&s in /rcland,, andof allowing unto them the Liberty of the Popilh Reli- 
oio6n ; for the which He dorh from His heart defire to be deeply humbled be- 
tore the Lord: And l:kewile; conſidering how many Breaches-have been up-' 
on their part , Doth Declare rhe ſame to be yoid, and that His 'Majelly iz. 
abſolved chefefrom ; being truly ſorry that Heſhould have ſought unto ſo un- 
lawful Help for Re{toring of H:m to His Throne, and reſolving, for the time 
ro come, rather to chooſe Aﬀion than Sin. Thirdly , As His Majeſty did © 
- inthe late Treaty with His people 1n this Kinedom, agreeto recall and annull 
all. Commitlions againſt any of His Sub;e&s who did adhere tathe Covenanr 
and Monarchical Goyernment. in any of His Kingdotns: $9. doth He now 
Declare, That by Commiſhonaringof ſome perſons by Seaagiinltthe people 
of England, He did not intend Damage or Injuty to His oppreſt and_ harm- 
feſs Subjz&s in that Kingdom , who foltow their Trade of Metchandize in 
th lawful Cajlings, . but only che oppoHng arid ſuppreſſing of thoſe who had- 
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the Government ; and not only barce Him from his juit Righe, but. 


alld exerciſe an Arbicrary Power over His people, in thoſe things which con- 
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ceif their *Pefforis,, Conſttences and Eſtes: ' And avfind& Hit cottiing in- * | 
ro Scotland He hh givenno Cotiinifſions againſt any of *HisSnbje&ts in Er- 
eland or ireland 7 fo He doth hereby Afure and\Declace , That He will- give | 
none to theit prejudice or dammave;- and whatever ſhall be the Wrongs of theſe 
Uſurpers , That He wilt be ſo farre from avenging thefe upon any who are free 
thereof, by inrerruptirig or ftopping the liberty of Trade and'Metchanidize, oc 
otherwiſe, Thar He wilt ſeek eir. 200d, andto theurmoſtemploy His Roy- 
a Power , "Thar they may bz prote&ed and defended againſt che unjuſt 'Vio- 
lenceof all men whatſotver. And albeic His Mzzeſtydefires to conftru&twell 
of the Intentions of thoſe ( in reference to His Majefty ) who haye been a- 
. tivein Cayncil'or Arms avainſt the Coyenant, yer, being convinced char ir 
doth conduce forthe Honour of God, the good of His Cauſe, and His Own | 
Honour and'Happinefs,, and for the Peace and Safery of theſe Kingdoms, Thar | 
ſuch be not employed in places of Power and Truſt, He doth Declare, That Hz 
wit noremploy, nor give Commiſſions to any ſuch, uncill rhey have not on- 
lyraken, of renewed the'Covenant, bur alſo have given ſufficient evidences 
-of their Integricy',” Cartizge and AﬀeRion to the Wark of Reformation, and 
ſhallbedeclared capable of Truſt by the Parliaqzent- of either Kinzdom re- 
ſpe&ive: And His Mjeſty, upon the ſame grounds, doth hereby recall all 
Commiſſions given to any ſuch perſons ; concetving all ſuch pertoas will fo 
much tender .a 2ood Undetſtanding berwixt Him and His SubjeRs, and the 
ferrling and preſerving a firm Peace it! thzſe Kingdoms , © Thar chey will nor 
griidse nor repine at His, Majeſties Reſolurions and Proceedings herein, much 
leſs upon diſcontent aQt afy thing irr a divided way , unto the raiſing of New 
Troubles, eſpecially (inice upon their pious and good deportmen,there is a Re- 
greſs left unto them in manner above expreſs'd. 

Seft, I. Andas His Majeſty 44 elver ſatzsfa&on to the juſt and neceſ- 
fary Dehires of the Kirk ahd Kinzdomi,of Ser/znd, fo tbth He thereby aſſure 
put. declare, That He's no leſs willing and defirous ro give (acisfaRtion to the 
Juſt and neceſfary Defires.of His good SubjeQs in, England and Ireland, ani 
in token thereof , if che Houſes'of Parliament of- England , firring in Free- 
dom, ſhall rhink fir ror prefent unto Him the Propoficions of ' Peace, avreed 
upon by both Kingdoms, He will nor only accord rothe ſame, and ſuch alre- | 
rations thereanent,, | «HE Houſes of Parliament, 1n regard. of the. Conftiry- 
con of affairs , and rhe-g00d of His Majeſty ak His Kingdoms , ſhall judge 
neceſſary, bur do what*is further neceſſary for proſecuting the ends of the 
Solemn League and Covenant , eſpecially in thoſe things which concern the 
Reformation of the Church of, Exg/end , in Dodtrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, 
and Government ; - Thatnoronly the DixeQory of Worthip, the Confellion 
of Faith, and Catechifit, bir alſo the Propoſicions and DireKory for Church- 
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Government, accorded upon by-the Synod of Dixines.at Weſtminſter , 
be ſerrled:; - and char the Charch at En; land may enjoy the: My Liberry pics 
Freedom of all Aſſemblies, ang Power of Kirk-Cenſures, and of all the-Ordi» 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt, according tothe Rule of his own Word: And that 
whatſoever 1s commanded by the God of Heaven, may bz diligently done for 
the Houſe of the God of Heaven ; and, whatever heretofore hath. been the 
ſuggeſtions of ſome-to him, to render His Majeſty jealous of His Parlament; - 
andof the Servants of God: Yet as He hath declared, that in Scotland He 
will hearken to their Counſel, and follow their Advice in thoſe things that 
* concern that Kingdom and Kirk ; So doth He alſo declare His firm Reſolu- 
F tion to manage the Government of the Kingdom of E»g/azd by the Advice of 
His Parliament , conſifting of an Houle of Lords and of an Houſe of Com- 
mons there ; andin thoſe things thar concern.Religion, to preferre the coun- 
ſels of; the Miniſters of the Goſpel to all other Counſels whatſoever, And 
thatall che world may ſee how much Hz renders thz ſafery of His peoplz, and 
how | recious their Blood is in His fic/ar, and how deſirous Hz 1s to recover 
His Crown and Governmentin E-g/az4 by peaceable means ; as He doth 
; eſteem the ſervice of thoſe who firlt engazed in the Covenant, and have fince . 
that time faithfully followed the ends thereof, to be Duty ro God, and Loy» - 
alry to Him ; ſo is He willing, in regard of others who have been involveJin 
theſe late Commotlions in Exg/4zd, againit Religion and Government, to 
paſs an A& of Oblivion , excepting only ſome few in that Nation who have 
| beenchief Obſtrugers of the work of Reformation , and chief Authors of the 
- chanzeofthe Government , and of the Mutrther of His Royal Father. Pro- 
vided, That theſe who are to have the benefir of this AR, lay down Arms, and 
return unto the obedience of their lawful Soveraign. 


Se. V. The Committee of Eftares of the Kingdom , and. General Af 
ſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, having declared fo fully in what concerns the 
SeRaries, and the preſent Deſigns, Reſolutions and Agings of their Army 
againſt th Kingdom of Scor/azd ;. . And the ſame Commurcee and Afﬀembly 
having ſufficiently laid open publique Dangers and Durizs , both upon the 
right hand and upon the left, Itis not needful for His Majeſty to add any 
thing thereunco ; except, That 1n thioſe.things He doth commend and approve 
them, and that He Reſolves to live anddye yyith them, and His Loyal SubjeRs, 
in proſecution of the Ends of che Covenant, __ 

Set, VI, And whereas thar preyailing patty in--Ezgland , afcer all theic 
b ftrange Uſurpations, andinſolent Agtngs in that Land , ;Do. nor only keep 

His Majeſty from the Government of that Kingdom by force of Arms, butal-- 
ſo have now Invaded the Kingdom of Sc land, who have deſerved berter 
things attheir hands, and againſt whomithey-have no juſt quarrel ; His: Ma- 
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/ 3555 or (090, good SubjeAs in England _ 
jefty doththerefore defireand expe& , That all His gooe $in E»gla 
. who are-and reſolve tobe faichful to God and to cheir King, according ro che 
Covenant; will lay hold upon ſuch an opportunity, and uſetheir utmoſt en- 
deavors to promove the Covenant , andall theends thereof; and to recoyer 
and re-eſtabliſh tre Ancient Government of the Kingdom of E:g/and (under 
which, for many Generations, it did Bouriſh in peace and plenty at home , 
and in Reputationabroad ) and Priviledges of the Pathament, and Native | 
and Juſt Liberty of the People : His Majefiy defires roafſure Himſelf, Thar 
there doth remain in theſe ſo much-confidence of their Duvy to Religion, their, 
King'and Countrey, ard { many ſparkles of rhe ancient E»ghſh Valor,which 
ſhined ſo eminentiy in th<ir Noble Anceſtors, as will put them on to beſtitre 
themſelves for the breakins the Yoke of thoſe mens Oppreſhons from off their 
Necks: Shall men of Conſcience and Honour ſer Religion , Liberties and 
- Government atſolow a Rare, as hot rather to undergo any hazard , before 
they be thits deprived of them }z Wiil notall generous men count any Dear4 
More to'eraMe, than to live in ſervieude all their dayes ? Ard will not Po- 
Aericy blame rhoſe who dare attempt r.othing for themſelves , and for their 
Childrey, in {o good a Cauſe, in ſuch an Extgent ? Whereas if they gather 
themſelves,” andrake courage; putting «na Reſolution anſwerable to ſo Noble 
andJuſt an Enterpriz2, they ſhall honor God, and gain thefmſelves the Re- 
Puration of Ptous men; - worthy Patr ots, and Loyal Subjects ,/ and be called 
The Rypairers of the Breach , by thepreſent ard ſucceeding Generations ; 
and they may certainly promiſe to themſelves a Blefling from Goduponfo juſt 
and honorable undertaking for the Lord, andfot his Cauſe , for their on Li- 
berties,. rheir Native Kirg and Countrey , and the unvaluable good and hap- 
'Pineſs of their Pofteriry. Whatever hath formerly been His Majefties guiltt- 
nels before God, and the bad ſucceſs that theſe have had who.owned: His Af- 
fairs, whil'ft He food in Oppoſition to the Work of God , yer the ſtate of the 
enz(lion being now altered, and His Majeily having obcained Mercy to be 
on Gods fide, -and to preferre Gods Interelt before His Own, He hopes, Thar 
the Lord: will bz gracious, and countenance his own Cafe in the hands of 
weakand-finful Igftruments, againſtall Enemies whatſoever. This is all thar . 
can be ſaid by His M2 oy + preſenr, ro'thoſe in England and Hreland, at ſuch -. .. , 
adiftance , and as they ſhall acquit chemſelyesat th's time in the ative dif- 2: 
charge of their neceſ{2ry Duties, ſo ſhal{ they be accepted before God, ers _ / 
deared to His Majeſty, and their Names had in rettembrance throughout the © 
Werld. Given at Our Court at Dwsfirmlin the ſixteenth day of Auguſt, 1650. 
and in the ſecond year of Qur Raign. | oo 
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